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Xelson knew it.   But beyond acknowledging the
signal,   he  ignored  It  completely  and   strictly
ordered that his own signal for close action should
be kept flying.
By 2 p.m. the head of the Danish line was
crushed, as Xelson had Intended^ but although
the Danish ships struck their colourSj it was
impossible to take possession of them because
they and the land batteries continued to fire on
all boats which approached them, while fresh
boatloads of men still rowed out to the shore
for their defence.
At 2.30 p.m. Xelson sent ashore a letter under
a flag of truce to the Crown Prince :
"70 the Brothers of Englishmen,, The Danes.
" Lord Xelson has directions to spire Den-
mark,, when no longer resisting ; but if firing
Is continued on the part of Denmark^ Lord
Xelson will be obliged to set on fire ail the
Floating-batteries he has taken, without having
the power to save the brave Danes who have
defended them.'5
On receipt of this letter the Danish Adjutant-
General came off to see Xelson and Hyde Parker.
Soon all firing ceased., and by sunset a twenty-
four hours* armistice was signed allowing Nelson
to withdraw all his ships and prizes from the
King's Deep. Xelson took great pains after-
wards to deny the charge that Ms letter was a
fuse de guerre^ claiming that humanity alone had
prompted him. " Xelson is a warrior," he wrote
to Emma? " but will not be a butcher.3* The
basis of the charge was that, owing to Riotfs